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Part 1 Preliminary

1  Short title
This model local law may be cited as Local Law No. 2 (Animal Management)
2011.

2 Purpose and how it is to be achieved

(1) The purpose of this local law is to regulate and manage the keeping and control of
animals in the local government’s area in a way that—

(a) balances community expectations with the rights of individuals; and
(b) protects the community against risks to health and safety; and
(c) prevents pollution and other environmental damage; and
(d) protects the amenity of the local community and environment.
(2) The purpose is to be achieved by providing for—

(a) the regulation of the keeping of animals in terms of how many, what type,
how, and where animals can be kept; and

(b) the registration of cats by imposing registration obligations on cat owners;
and

(¢) the prescription of minimum standards for keeping animals; and

(d) the proper control of animals in public places and koala conservation areas;
and

(e) the management of dangerous or aggressive animals other than dogs;' and
(f)  the seizure and destruction of animals in certain circumstances; and

(g) the establishment and administration of animal pounds.

3  Definitions—the dictionary

The dictionary in the schedule defines particular words used in this local law.

4  Relationship with other laws?
This local law is—
(a) in addition to, and does not derogate from—
(i)  laws regulating the use or development of land; and

(ii)  other laws about the keeping or control or welfare of animals; and

(b)  to be read with Local Law No. 1 (Administration) 2011.

' The Animal Management (Cats and Dogs) Act 2008 provides for the management of regulated dogs,
comprising declared dangerous dogs, declared menacing dogs and restricted dogs.

2 This local law and any subordinate local law made under it do not apply to the extent of any inconsistency
with a law of the State or Commonwealth. See the Act, section 27.
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Part 2 Keeping of animals

Division 1 Prohibition on keeping animals

5 Prohibition on keeping animals in prescribed circumstances

(1) The local government may, by subordinate local law, prohibit the keeping of
animals in prescribed circumstances.

(2) The circumstances in which the keeping of animals is prohibited may be specified by
reference to 1 or more of the following factors—

(a) species;

(b) breed,
(c) sex;
(d) age;

(¢) number;
(f)  whether an animal is a restricted dog;>
(g) the locality in which the animal would be kept;

(h) the nature of the premises in which the animal would be kept, including the
size of the enclosure or the size of the allotment.*

Example for subsection (2)—

A prohibition may be imposed in relation to keeping certain species or a prescribed number of
animals of a certain species in an urban locality.

(3) A person must not keep an animal in contravention of a prohibition under this
section.

Maximum penalty for subsection (3)—50 penalty units.

Division 2 Animals for which approval is required

6 Requirement for approval

(1) Subject to subsections (3) and (4), the local government may, by subordinate local
law, require an approval® for keeping an animal or animals in prescribed
circumstances.

3 Section 72(3) of the Animal Management (Cats and Dogs) Act 2008 provides: “A permit application may be
made for more than 1 restricted dog for the same place only if the keeping of more than 1 restricted dog and
more than 1 dog of any breed is permitted under a local law.”

4 See the Animal Management (Cats and Dogs) Act 2008, chapter 4, regarding particular conditions on keeping
regulated dogs, including requirements about enclosures.

5 Keeping an animal for which an approval is required under this local law is a prescribed activity under
schedule 2 of Local Law No. 1 (Administration) 2011. The process for obtaining an approval for a prescribed
activity is set out in part 2 of that local law and section 6 creates an offence for a person undertaking a prescribed
activity without a current approval.
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(2) The circumstances in which an approval is required may be specified by reference to
1 or more of the following factors—

(a) species;

(b) breed,
(c) sex;
(d) age;

(e) number;

(f)  the locality in which the animal is to be kept, including whether it is an
urban or non-urban locality;

(g) the nature of the premises in which the animal is to be kept, including the
size of the enclosure or the size of the allotment.®

(3) An approval under this section is not required for the keeping of animals on land if
the keeping of the animals on the land is authorised by a development approval
under the Planning Act’.

(4) Under this section, the local government may not require an approval for keeping a
restricted dog.®

Division 3 Animals for which desexing is required

7 Requirement to desex an animal

(1) The local government may, by subordinate local law, require an animal of a
particular species or breed to be desexed.

(2) The subordinate local law may—

(a) specify that the requirement for desexing only applies once an animal
reaches a certain age; and

(b) exempt animals under particular circumstances.

Example for paragraph (b)—

Exemption might be provided for an animal that is owned by a member of a recognised breeders’
association for the purposes of breeding or showing.

(3) A person must not keep an animal that is required to be desexed unless the animal
has been desexed.

Maximum penalty for subsection (3)—20 penalty units.

Division 3A Registration of cats

6 See note 4.
7 See the definition of Planning Act in the Act, schedule 4.

8 Section 71 of the Animal Management (Cats and Dogs) Act 2008 requires a permit issued by the local
government for a person to own or be responsible for a restricted dog. The processes for the granting of
restricted dog permits are set out under chapter 4, part 3 of that Act.

%:Qf



Local Law No. 2 (Animal Management) 2011 7

7A Registration obligation
(1) This section does not apply to—
(a) the operator of a pound or shelter; or
(b) the owner of a cat less than 12 weeks old.

(2) An owner of a cat must comply with section 7B to register the cat within 14 days
after starting to keep the cat in the local government area unless the person has a
reasonable excuse.

Maximum penalty—20 penalty units.

(3) A person who becomes an owner of a cat must comply with section 7B to register
the cat in the local government area within 14 days unless the person has a
reasonable excuse.

Maximum penalty — 20 penalty units.

(4) It is a defence to a prosecution for an offence against subsection (2) or (3) for the
defendant to prove that the cat is of a class of cat prescribed under a subordinate
local law.

7B What the owner of a cat must do
To register a cat with the local government, the owner of the cat must—

(a) give the local government a registration form for the cat that complies with
section 7C; and

(b) ensure the registration form is accompanied by—
(i)  the registration fee for the cat; and

(ii)  if the cat is desexed — a signed veterinary surgeon’s certificate
stating, or other evidence, that it has been desexed; and

(c) if a written notice is given to the owner under section 7D — give the chief
executive officer of the local government any other information or
documents required to be given in the notice.

7C What registration form must state

A registration form for the registration of a cat must comply with requirements
prescribed by subordinate local law.

7D Chief executive officer may ask for further information
(1) This section applies if the owner of a cat gives the local government—
(a) aregistration form for the cat under section 7B; or
(b) anotice mentioned in section 7G(3) or 71(2) for the cat.

(2) The chief executive officer may, by written notice, require the owner to give other
information or documents reasonably required to register the cat.

(3) The notice must state a reasonable period of at least 14 days to comply with the
notice.
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7E

7F

7G

7H

71

Local government must give registration notice
(1) This section applies if an owner of a cat complies with section 7B for the cat.

(2) The local government must give the owner of the cat notice (a registration notice)
that the cat has been registered by the local government.

(3) The registration notice must—
(a) comply with the requirements prescribed by subordinate local law; and

(b) be accompanied by any registration device for the cat.

Duration of registration

The registration of a cat is for the period fixed by resolution of the local
government for the cat.

Amendment of registration

(1) If any information stated on the registration notice for a cat changes (the changed
information), the owner of the cat must, within 7 days, give the local government
notice of the changed information.

Maximum penalty — 5 penalty units.
(2) The notice must be—
(a) inthe prescribed form; and

(b) accompanied by other information or documents to enable the local
government to record the changed information in the local government’s
register of cats.

(3) If the owner complies with subsection (2), the local government must, within 14
days after receiving the notice, ensure the owner is given a written notice for the
cat that includes the changed information.

Renewal of registration
(1) This section applies if—
(a) acat has been registered by the local government; and
(b) the local government has given the owner of the cat a registration notice.

(2) The local government must give the owner notice (a renewal notice) to renew the
registration for the cat.

(3) The renewal notice must comply with requirements prescribed by subordinate
local law.

What owner of a cat must do about renewal of registration

(1) This section applies to the owner of a cat whether or not the owner has been given
a renewal notice.

(2) The owner of the cat must, before the period of registration for the cat expires—


































































