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Council encourages community 
to provide comment on LNG EIS 
Stuart Hornery, Chairman of The 
Hornery Institute, presented to Council 
a brief overview of the recently com-
pleted Wellbeing Study conducted on 
the Maranoa Region, which was com-
missioned by Santos as part of the 
Environmental Impact Study require-
ments for the development of a lique-
fied natural gas (LNG) export facility at 
Gladstone in central Queensland to 
commercialise their Queensland coal 
seam gas (CSG) resources in the 
Comet Ridge and Roma region.  
An executive summary of the EIS can 
be viewed at www.dip.qld.gov.au/
projects.  All submissions must be 
made in writing and addressed to the 
Coordinator-General, however Ma-
ranoa Regional Council Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Stuart Randle, has stated 
Council will be making a regional sub-
mission.   
 
“The EIS consists of 13,500 pages and 
Council would like to encourage the 
community to have their say and pref-
erably direct their input back through 
Council so we can incorporate commu-
nity comments in our submission.”   

Stuart  Randle, CEO. 
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Maranoa Regional Council 
Local call 1300 007 662  

 Fax 07 4622 3084 
www.maranoa.qld.gov.au 

council@maranoa.qld.gov.au 
Postal Address: 

PO Box 42 
Mitchell Queensland 4465 

Mayor for a Day 
Mr Mehay, aka 
Maranoa Re-
gional Council 
Mayor, enjoyed 
almost 2 days in 
the top job as he 
attended a USQ 
function, offici-
ated a commu-
nity grants cere-
mony and toured 
Council assets. 
 
Community Grants presentation 
Council acknowledged all the community 
groups who applied for the Community 
Grants and Assistance  funding and con-
gratulated the successful groups.  Mayor 
for a Day Mr George Mehay and Cr 
Loughnan presented a number of 
cheques to a broad range of community 
groups from across our region. 
 
The Maranoa Regional Council Commu-
nity Grants & Ongoing Assistance Pro-
gram aims to provide grants and assis-
tance to our regional non-profit volunteer 
community groups. There are many such 
groups throughout the region who con-
tribute to sports, arts, history, the envi-
ronment and much more.  
 
The first round of funding through this 
program received an overwhelming re-
sponse from community groups and or-
ganisations. Over 150 applications were 
received with over 1.1 million dollars 
worth of 
funding 
being 
re-
quested.  
 
 
Maranoa  Welcomes New Citizen 
Mr Kumar Panchal became an Australian 
Citizen on Wednesday, July 8.  Mr 
Panchal attended the Maranoa Regional 
Council General Meeting with friends and 
family, where Mayor Robert Loughnan 
performed an Australian Citizenship 
Ceremony to grant Mr Panchal his Aus-
tralian Citizenship. 

Hon Bruce Scott, Kumar and wife Shrad-
dha Panchal with Cr Robert Loughnan 

Booringa Heritage Group receives 
Council support 

The Booringa Heritage Group has recently 
opened a Museum in Mitchell and  as part 
of their display would like to play DVD’s to 
the public, which Council will make possible 
after the decision was made to provide the 
group with three old computers and a 
printer from the Maranoa Regional Council 
Mitchell Office. 
 

Council supports Council 

Maranoa Re-
gional Council 
voted to sup-
port Victoria’s 
M u r r i n d i n d i 
Shire Council, 
which lost 106 
lives and was 
devastated by 
the ‘Black Saturday’ bushfires in February 
this year. 
Mayor, Robert Loughnan, said Council 
voted to provide $10,000, almost $1,000 of 
which was donated by Council staff and 
elected members, directly to the Murrind-
indi Bushfire Appeal to fund their recovery 
efforts. 
 
“For our fellow Australians almost six 
months down the track from the horrendous 
fires to still be so thoughtful and concerned 
and touched is such a humbling experience 
to us all in Murrindindi. 
Words are still inadequate to express our 
thanks to the countless number of volun-
teers, workers and donors to our shire. 
Our heartfelt thanks and appreciation for 
this exceptional donation of $10,000 from 
the Maranoa Regional Council and the 
good people who live there. We are sin-
cerely thankful and we will put the money to 
great use for the ongoing recovery and 
rebuilding of our shire.” 

Lyn Gunter,  Mayor 
Murrindindi Shire Council  
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Special meeting 9am, General 
meeting will follow; 
12 August 2009 at  
Roma Chambers 

9am, 26 August 2009 at  
Injune Office 
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August is just a great time of year with bull sales, football finals 
and even the dingo pupping season in full swing in different parts 
of the region. Two other issues will continue to dominate this 
Council’s time and the headlines this month. The annual budget 
will be the major talking point, while our work with the federal gov-
ernment to create a solution to the visa worker problem will be 
another.  
 
I have to say the formulation of the operational plan and the 
budget that funds it, has not been easy. The final product will be 
handed down on August 12, and will carry an undeniable sense of 
fairness and equity with it, despite the media’s early call of a 
‘horror budget’. The only certainty I can give, the average rates 
will increase by less than 10%.  
 
The main influence on the rates has been the Queensland govern-
ment’s removal of both the ‘Roads and Drainage’ grant and the 
fuel subsidy last month. The cruel but critical process of equalising 
the rates between the former areas will also continue, as it must. 
While the ratepayers of the former Booringa rural area will be 
delighted with the continued relief on their part, I know those in the 
Bungil and Bendemere Shires will not be.  
 
On the positive side, this Council recognises that with a road net-
work of over 6,000kms, we are getting the best impact from our 
increased road maintenance budget and a further increased com-
mitment is likely. That 6,000kms, by the way, means we have 
responsibility for the second longest Council road network in the 
nation, second only to our neighbours, the ‘Western Downs’. 
 
We also continue the fight to influence a better outcome for our 
‘section 457’ visa workers in this region. Our representations to 
the federal government, including our attendance at the Commu-
nity Cabinet meeting at Beenleigh, do appear to be having some 
impact. The Queensland director of the Dept. of Immigration will 
visit Roma on August 13, at the request of Senator Chris Evans, 
Minister for Immigration and Citizenship, to talk with local employ-
ers and to report directly back to Senator Evans with solutions.  
 
I have been delighted to met many of our foreign workers in the 
course of this process.  I met many of the Philipino community at a 
function in Roma on August 2 and left in awe of the numbers and 
the quality of the people and their families.  I say again, these 
people do not pose a threat of any sort to local job seekers, in fact 
many employers would struggle if they lost them, which would in 
turn threaten local jobs. 

 
Councillor Robert Loughnan 

Mayor  
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The CEO’s  Perspective…  
 
In bringing together the way Council charges for services in 
each of the urban areas, we have come across quite a few 
challenges. The way that the five previous Councils con-
ducted their business in the towns was so different that it 
makes the process of equalisation quite difficult. That is not a 
criticism of the way things have been done, simply an obser-
vation that each town was serviced in a different way. 
 
In developing our budget for 2009/2010 the Maranoa Regional 
Councillors have given a great deal of thought to how the 
water, sewage and garbage rates and charges for each town 
are structured with a view to ensuring that a level of consis-
tency is provided within a two year period.  
 
By far the most complicated issue is water supply. Council has 
indicated that for the next budget the intention is that each of 
the towns will be charged for water use using a two part tariff 
which is similar to the way other utilities such as telephone are 
charged. The town of Mitchell is already on a two part tariff so 
will see no difference this year. Surat has a unique dual reticu-
lation system which will be reviewed next year but will remain 
unchanged at this time. 
 
For all of the other towns, Council has decided to standardise 
the water allocations. The only adverse impact will be in Roma 
where the allocation is reduced from 750kilolitres to 650kilo-
litres. It is important to note that this change is effective imme-
diately, applying from 1 July 2009. 
 
The main implication of this change is that all water users in 
Roma will have to use less than the allocation or incur an 
excess charge for all water used beyond the allocation. The 
excess charge will be $1 per thousand litres. A review of his-
torical water use in the town of Roma suggests that the 
change will have no impact for about 85 percent of water us-
ers who have always used less than 650 kilolitres per year. 
There are however about 200 households who will pay the 
excess fee unless they manage to reduce the annual house-
hold water consumption. The average increase for these 
households, if water use is not reduced, will be $50 per year.  
 
Another 200 households have traditionally used more than the 
allocated amount of water and these households will pay an 
additional $100 per year if they continue to use the same 
amount of water. 
 
An interesting statistic is that 1.6 percent of water users ac-
count for nearly 90 percent of the excess water consumption 
in Roma.  
 
It is important to remember that the new water allocations are 
effective immediately so all households are encouraged to 
regularly monitor their water meter readings to avoid any un-
welcome additional charges at the end of the financial year. 
 

 
Stuart Randle 

Chief Executive Officer 
 

A message from the Mayor…  
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Community Support Service 
The Roma Neighbourhood Centre’s  
Community Support Service has had 
a busy month with purchasing sup-
plies in readiness of providing an 
outreach service to each of the fol-
lowing towns: Wallumbilla, Surat, 
Injune and Mitchell.  
Our service was well received in each 
of the towns, with good attendance 
recorded  in each of the centre’s vis-
ited, and provided us with the oppor-
tunity to raise awareness of this Ser-
vice  within our communities. 
The Emergency Relief Program can 
assist people in times of financial 
hardship and crisis.  The Program 
offers the following services: 
*Information, advice & advocacy 
*Referral to appropriate service pro-
viders 
*Assistance with food, travel and 
medication 
Our service can advocate on behalf 
of the client with Company’s such as 
Ergon Energy and Telstra to negoti-
ate payment plans and account dis-
putes. 
Emergency Relief operates on Mon-
day and Wednesday at the Roma 
Neighbourhood Centre between the 
hours of 9.00am til 12.00pm.  
If you require any further information 
or would like to arrange an appoint-
ment, please contact Jackie or Vicki  
on  phone: 07 4624 0800. 
 
Family Support Service 
The Family Support Service, Fun 
Time Teddies playgroup and Roma 
Community development, is host-
ing  “Dads day out- Walk, Play, Fun” 
on Father’s Day (6 September) from 
1-5 pm  with lots of free activities 
provided by local services, including 
face painting ,play dough, bubbles, 
storytelling, chalk drawing etc. This 
will take place as a pram walk and 
activity afternoon and afternoon tea at 
small cost from 1- 5pm along the 
Adungadoo pathway to celebrate the 
importance of a father’s role in chil-
dren’s lives. 
 
The Roma  Healthy Start Learning 
Hub hosted by Spiritus and Roma 
Family Support Service  will host a 
forum on the issues, needs and avail-
ability of support for  families with 
a  parent with a learning difficulty. 
This will be held on September 15th 
from 9.30 am to 2 pm in Roma, with 
morning tea and lunch provided. In-
terested Community members and 
Service providers welcome . 

RSVP for catering purposes by 
10.9.09 to Sue 46240810 or Pauline 
46225864. 

“The Perfect Marriage” 
On Saturday 4 July 
2009 residents of the 
Maranoa Region 
were treated to a 
culinary experience 
generally only offered 
in capital cities, with 
Roma being the first 
rural region to host 
the chocolate and 
coffee workshops. 
Melbourne-based Lindt Master Chocolatier, 
Thomas Schnetzler, treated participants to 
a presentation on how to make delectable 
chocolate creations, while Brisbane-based 
Merlo Coffee Supremo, Dean Merlo demon-
strated how to make the other important 
partner in this ‘Perfect Marriage’, the perfect 
coffee. 
In addition to the two ‘Perfect Marriage’ 
sessions, Dean provided barista workshops 
on Friday 3 July.  These workshops pro-
vided an outstanding skills development 
opportunity for professionals, apprentices 
and trainees currently within the local hospi-
tality industry to obtain professional level 
coffee making skills. 
The workshops were an enormous success 
and at the conclusion of Saturday, $2100 
was raised and donated to Angel Flight. 

 
Council supports new Job seeking  
methods 
The Maranoa Regional Council will provide 
a letter of in-principle support to partner with 
BeNext Pty Ltd, a web services organisa-
tion with specialist skills centred on the 
Human Resources Industry.  The project 
centres on attracting skilled workers to 
regional areas.  
 
RADF Funding Round 
In the June funding round, the RADF Com-
mittee received seven funding applications  
in total. The committee gave due assess-
ment consideration to all the applications, 
with the following being approved: 

· R Bryant/Silversmithing Group $1,346 

· Injune District Tourism Group $1,585 

· Maranoa Artists Inc $2,637 

· Roma Bush Garden Group $3,000 

· Roma Ceramics Group $2,709  

· Surat & District Development Assn Inc 
$1,050 

· RSL –Surat Sub branch $10,770 (funds 
carried over from 2006/07 WSC RADF 
allocation) 

South West Youth Network (SWYN)  
Forum 
On July 13th – July 15th, Maranoa Regional 
Council hosted the South West Youth Net-
work (SWYN) Forum in Roma. 
The South West Youth Network is a net-
working group which started over 10 years 
ago by a group of Youth Workers in the 
South West region coordinator by the De-
partment of Communities and Local Gov-
ernment Associat ion of Queen-
sland.  SWYN forums are held 2 to 3 times 
a year and is hosted by a different SWYN 
member each forum. 
SWYN is an opportunity for those who work 
with youth to network together, share ideas, 
work on projects, have discussions on top-
ics relating to youth issues/concerns, learn 
from networking tools, training and get 
updates on LGAQ and Department of Com-
munities information. 
Roma welcomed SWYN members from; 
Southern Downs Regional Council, Dalby 
Regional Council, Toowoomba Regional 
Council, Community Development Service 
in Stanthorpe, Spiritus Roma & Chinchilla, 
Department of Communities Toowoomba, 
Department of Communities Youth Justice 
Roma, along with a few other special guest 
organisations. 
The forum was fantastic and all of the 
SWYN attendees said they had a fantastic 
time! 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT WEEK – COL-
OURING IN COMPETITION REGIONAL 
WINNER 
Georgia Cameron in Grade 1 at the Roma 
State College Junior Campus was an-
nounced as the Regional Winner for the 
South West Region with her Local Govern-
ment Week Colouring In Competition along 
with 8 other Regional Winners for their area 
in Queensland.  Georgia has been awarded 
with a $30.00 cheque from the Local Gov-
ernment Association of Queensland for her 
fantastic work!  The State winners in her 
age category were from Kelvin Grove Pri-
mary College and Hervey Bay.  The State 
winners were flown to Brisbane, accompa-
nied by their guardians, to receive their 
cash prize for themselves and for their 
schools. 
All of the Local Government Competition 
State Winners and Regional winners are 
listed with their respective schools http://
www.lgw.lgaq.asn.au/. 
 
Congratulations Georgia! 
 
Mitchell Young People experience 
STORM 
The young people of Mitchell were kept 
busy over the July school holidays with 
BMX demonstrations, bowls, films, and 
more,  thanks to the coordination of Ma-
ranoa Regional Council, Maranoa Health 
Enhancement Program (MHEP) and 
Toowoomba Youth Group STORMCo. 

	������������������
Community Development  Social Development 

Presenters 

Participants and presenters 

For more information on Roma Neighbourhood Centre services or 
Community Development in your area visit 

www.maranoa.qld.gov.au and click on ‘Community’. 
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Corporate Plan Released 
The inaugural Corporate Plan for the amalgamated Ma-
ranoa Regional Council is now available.  Council adopted 
the Maranoa Regional Council Corporate Plan 2009-2013, 
on Wednesday, July 22, which sets out Council’s broad 
strategies and vision for all aspects of its operations for 
the period of the plan.  
Copies of the plan can be obtained from Council Admini-
stration Offices or the website. 
 
DISPOSAL OF REAL ESTATE 
Notice is hereby given that Maranoa Regional Council 
wishes to dispose of the following properties located in 
Roma and invites tenders from interested persons. 
Tender No. 2010/001 
Disposal or lease of Lot 5 on Plan R868 being the former 
Masonic Lodge building at 46-48 Hawthorne Street, 
Roma.  The premises are located on a 2023m2 corner 
block, in a prime commercial position on the main highway 
through Roma.   
Tender No. 2010/003 
Disposal of Lot 1 on Plan RP8650 & Lot 2 on Plan R8688 
being the “Old Dairy Cooperative” building, 18-20 Station 
Street, Roma.  2 x 4591m2 industrial blocks, adjacent to 
rail. 
Tender documents are available by contacting Tanya 
Mansfield on 1300 007 662.  Written tenders must be 
received by Friday, 28th August, 2009 at 12 Noon.   

	������������������

 
Council finance staff have been working diligently on prepar-
ing a budget for the 2009/10 financial year.  It has been a 
difficult budget to prepare for with Council’s accounting soft-
ware only recently being amalgamated.  Although the proc-
ess has been challenging, it is also an enormous step for-
ward for the organisation, and the experience has been 
positive.  Council will adopt the budget on 12 August 2009. 
 
With the accounting software amalgamation Council was 
also able to commence using one operating bank ac-
count.  Council’s operating account is held by National Aus-
tralia Bank.  The details are as follows: 
Account Name: Maranoa Regional Council 
ABN: 99 324 089 164 
BSB: 084 822 
Account Number: 50 885 4461 
BPay Biller Code: 596189 
 
If you make a payment via BPay and it is returned, please 
contact Council for an updated Customer Reference Number 
as these may have changed with the software merge.  All 
new debtor accounts and animal notices will have the cor-
rect reference number, it will only be if older notices are 
used, that is prior to March 2009.  When rates are levied, the 
new notices will also have the correct customer reference 
number. 

Governance  

Information Services 
Maranoa Regional Council has recently contracted Resolute IT 
from Brisbane to manage our Information Technology and network.  
This was a direct result of a recent Information Technology review 
that was undertaken on our current network which highlighted a 
number of areas that needed some improvement to optimize the 
use of the network and to enable end users to operate more effi-
ciently. 
Resolute IT currently work with a number of local governments 
including Western Downs Regional Council and Isaac Regional 
Council and have previously worked with the old Booringa Shire 
Council.   
 
Customer Service 
Customer Service Officers, Tracey Ridley and Jess Gallagher, 
from Roma and Yuleba respectively, have both accepted other 
positions within Maranoa Regional Council.   
Emma Ashley has been appointed to the Customer Service Offi-
cer’s position in Roma and we welcome Emma to our team. 
Council is currently advertising for a Customer Service Officer to 
take up the position in Yuleba. 
The Customer Service Centre staff play a very important role within 
Council and are in most instances the face of Council.  They are 
the first point of contact for customers who contact Maranoa Re-
gional Council by phone and for those customers who choose to 
visit a Customer Service Centre in person.  The Customer Service 
Centre has been fielding on average 155 calls per day since its 
inception. 
 
Records Management 
Jeanita Morris, Records Coordinator and her team, Yvonne Burke, 
Rachel Owen, Kerryn Beetham, Nadine Wilson and Alana Free-
man have been kept busy in the Records Management area, not 
only processing the corporate records of Council, but also creating 
awareness of each employee’s obligations to recordkeeping within 
Council. 
It is a requirement of the Public Records Act 2002 that ‘a public 
authority must make and keep full and accurate records of its ac-
tivities’.   
KnowledgeOne (K1) is the tool Council is currently using to enable 
us to comply with the Act by which we are governed.  While the 
Records area is responsible for the overall management and proc-
essing of Council’s records, each employee has an obligation un-
der the Act and to Council for recordkeeping.  
The Records Management division is guided by the following prin-
ciples:- 

· To support the Council at every level by meeting the needs 
of staff, business partners, affiliates and members of the 
public for timely access to accurate information. 

· To ensure complete, accurate, reliable and useable docu-
mentation of council business activity is captured and pre-
served in order to meet current legislative needs, any legal 
dispute, evidential, accountability and research require-
ments. 

· To contribute to efficiency across the Council by reducing 
costs associated with the management of records and re-
cords-dependent activities. 

· To provide timely and informed advice and support on com-
pliance matters in relation to recordkeeping. 

 
New temporary appointment 
Nadine Wilson has been appointed to the position of Records Offi-
cer as a temporary appointment. 

Debbie Tully 
Information Services Manager 

 

Phone 1300 007 662 for all 
Council enquiries. 

Finance  

New fees and charges for the Surat Childcare Centre :- 
Kindergarten Fees (Monday and Friday)  $22.00 per child 
per day 
Childcare Fees  
(Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday – 8.50 am to 3.30 pm) 
Children – under two years $38.00 per child per day 
Children – over two years $38.00 per child per day 
Discounted rate for more than one child (10%) 
Children – under two years $34.20 per child per day 
Children – over two years $29.70 per child per day 
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Capital Construction Works in Progress 
and Programmed 
Roma Town 
Timbury/Cottell St  
Work is continuing on the footpaths and 

safety improvements around the Middle 
School/Roma State College precinct.  
Crews are currently working on the con-
struction of a 1.5 metre concrete footpath 
along Cottell Street, starting at the Tim-
bury Street intersection.   

McDowall/Queen Street Roundabout        
Work is continuing on the Queen Street 

roundabout with the base pavement 
stabilisation works completed on the 
weekend of the 18th & 19th of July.  Work 
over the coming weeks will focus on the 
installation of the traffic directional guid-
ing devices. The actual roundabout is 
scheduled to be sealed when all associ-
ated civil works are completed. Several 
design options are currently being inves-
tigated for the central structure of the 
roundabout.   

Tiffin Street Parking Area 
In conjunction with the Queen Street 

Roundabout project, Council’s town con-
struction crew have completed base 
pavement stabilised on the parking area 
located on the corner of Tiffin Street and 
the Warrego Highway.   

Roma Rural 
Freemans Road Gravel Resheet 
Work on the Freemans Road gravel re-

sheeting project recommenced on 28 
July 2009.  Council’s truck fleet will return 
to the job after completing gravel cartage 
work on the Roma-Taroom Road.   

Mitchell 
Carnarvon National Park Road 
Work is continuing on the Carnarvon Na-

tional Park Road with the construction 
crew currently in the process of laying the 
final two (2) kilometres of gravel.  The 
total length of resheeting completed to 
date on the road is 36 kilometres.  

Warrego Highway Stabilisation 
One of Council’s construction crews based 

in Mitchell has begun work on the War-
rego Highway (east of Amby) stabilisation 
contract.  The crew have successfully 
stabilised and completed a single coat 
bitumen seal on an 1100 metre section of 
the highway.   

Yuleba 
Yuleba - Surat Road 
The original six (6) kilometres section as 
nominated in the Blackspot funding applica-
tion has been shoulder widened and sealed 
to a width of seven (7) metres. The crew 
has also installed the guide posts required 
for this section.  A signage layout is being 
prepared to determine the description and 
number of regulatory and direction signage 
which are now required.  Work over the last 
few weeks has been concentrated on re-
constructing the next 1.8 kilometre section 
and widening it to achieve a seven (7) me-
tre carriageway.  Once sealed, the crew will 
continue along the road and begin to mix, 
lay and compact another four (4) kilometres 
of gravel, which has already been carted to 
site. 

��������
· The Saleyards proc-

essed a record number 
of cattle being 415,221 
head for the 08/09 
financial year, exceed-
ing the previous record 
from 2004/05 by 6758 
head.   

· Bruce Walker will have 
completed the 20 new 
spelling paddocks by 
the end of August. 

· Terry Hyland, 
Saleyards Manager, 
reported that Council’s 
Workplace Health & 
Safety Officer Ollie 
Dowd was extremely 
happy with the Third 
Party Induction.   

· Margret Neill advised 
that she had received 
vendor enquiries re-
garding having a cut off 
for the Roma Store 
Sales, however, the 
committee decided it 
would be near impossi-
ble to implement, given 
the vast areas that 
cattle are sourced from. 

· Most vendors are 
aware of the expected 
cattle numbers and 
have the opportunity to 
withdraw cattle from 
the sale. 

· The advertising cam-
paign with Imparja will 
continue until the end 
of the Football Season.  
It has proved to be very 
successful, with good 
feedback received from 
producers in all areas.   

 

The next Saleyards Advi-
sory Board Meeting will 
be held on 13 th August 

2009 at 1pm. 
 

Maintenance works completed: 
Roma 
Street sweeping and pothole patching is continuing 
to be completed around the town of Roma.  The 
street sweeper has completed sweeping work in 
Yuleba and is scheduled to travel to Mitchell in the 
coming week. 
Roma Rural 
Maintenance Grading was completed last month on 
the following roads: 
Mt Saltbush Road, Minka Road, Myall Downs Road, 
Megine Road, Duck Creek Road, Injune/Taroom 
Road, Bindaroo Road,  Freemans Road and West 
Myall Road. 
A maintenance crew has also completed repairs, 
including a two coat bitumen seal, on approximately 
35 shoves along the entire length of Womblebank 
Gap Road. 
Mitchell 
Maintenance Grading was completed last month on 
the following roads: 
Carnarvon National Park, Tomoo – Tonga Road (35 
kilometers), Tongy – Marlee Downs Road (12 kilo-
metres), Kododa Road (21 kilometers). Womblebank 
– Mirivale Road and Saddlers Springs Road (21 
kilometers). 
Surat 
Repairs have been completed on a three (3) kilome-
tre section on the Muckadilla/Ashmount Road from 
Ch 4.30km to 7.30km.  A heavy maintenance grade 
and repairs to several bad inverts has also been 
carried out whilst in the area.   
The Dunkeld Road has had approximately six (6) 
kilometres of gravel carted, spread and compacted.  
The resheet rectified two (2) separate trouble spots 
along the road which were two (2) and four (4) kilo-
metres in length respectively.  Several bad sections 
on the Avalon - Balford Road have also been recti-
fied with gravel whilst in the area. 
Surat’s road maintenance gang have in the past 
month placed hotmix overlays on the Bungil and 
Yalebone Creek culverts on the Dunkeld Road.  
Modification work is to be completed on the wing-
walls on the Yalebone Creek culvert to allow the 
drainage from the road to flow over the wall onto the 
apron below.  This will negate a potential scouring 
problem from occurring during the wet season. 
The grid, approximately 500 metres north of the 
Teelba School, has been removed. 
Sign and guidepost runs have been carried out on 
the following roads: 
Kincora Road, Foreview Road, Roma Southern 
Road, Hartwood Road, Lynns Creek Road,  the 
River Road. 
 
Maintenance Grading is either in progress or will 
be carried out during the month of August on the 
following roads: 
Roma 
Short Sreet, Mt Saltbush Road and Feather Street. 
Roma Rural 
Seventeen Mile Lane, Bullagai, Oralloa, Hollywood, 
Blythdale North, Duck Creek and Westgrove Roads. 
Mitchell 
Abbieglassie—Tongy Road, Forestyale—Redford 
Road, Waroonga—Toolumbilla Road, 
Womblebank—Merivale Road and Mt Owen—
Forestyale roads. 
Surat 
Nalderra, Kincora and Oberina Roads. 
Yuleba 
Wallabella and Wallumbilla South Roads. 
 

Current Works 
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H1N1  - 
 Human Swine Influenza 
Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 (Human 
Swine Influenza) is a new type of 
influenza virus which causes 
respiratory disease in humans. 
 
According to Queensland Gov-
ernment, Queensland Pandemic 
(H1N1) 2009 Response Stake-
holder Report No. 56, all states 
and territories have now moved 
to the PROTECT phase. 
This phase focuses on protecting 
those people who are most at 
risk of developing severe illness 
from the virus.  
Human swine influenza remains 
a key risk for those people who 
are in the vulnerable group, 
which includes Indigenous peo-
ple of all ages, as well as preg-
nant women, and those with 
respiratory disease (asthma, 
chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease), heart disease, diabe-
tes, renal and liver disease, 
obesity and immunosuppression. 
If anyone in these groups has 
typical symptoms of influenza 
such as fever with cough or sore 
throat, they should see a doctor 
as soon as possible for assess-
ment. 
Queenslanders should continue 
to take the usual flu season 
precautions such as washing 
hands on a regular basis and 
staying home if unwell. 
Under the current ‘Protect’ phase 
of the response, clinicians are 
prioritising testing for those who 
are vulnerable to severe compli-
cations following infection. 
 
Symptoms: 
The symptoms of human swine 
flu are similar to those of sea-
sonal influenza, including fever, 
coughing and sore throat. 
Other symptoms may include a 
runny or stuffy nose, body 
aches, headache, chills and 
fatigue. Some people have also 
reported diarrhoea and vomiting. 
Like seasonal flu, swine flu may 
cause worsening of underlying 
chronic medical conditions. 
 
Transmission: 
Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 (Human 
Swine Influenza) is thought to be 
spread from person to person in 
the same way seasonal influ-
enza and other common respira-
tory infections spread. 
Being in close contact (eg. within 
a metre) with an infected person 
while they are talking, coughing 
or sneezing puts you at risk of 
becoming infected. Virus-
containing droplets can land on 
the surfaces of the mouth, nose 
and throat of persons close by. 
The virus may also be spread 
through contact with infectious 

respiratory secretions on the 
hands of an infected person or 
other objects and surfaces. 
You cannot get Pandemic 
(H1N1) 2009 (Human Swine 
Influenza) from eating properly 
handled and prepared pork or 
pork products. 
 
Infectious Period 
People with Pandemic (H1N1) 
2009 (Human Swine Influenza) 
virus infection should be consid-
ered contagious from one day 
before the onset of symptoms 
and for up to 7 days following the 
onset of symptoms provided 
fever has resolved. Children, 
especially younger children, 
might potentially be contagious 
for longer periods. 
 
Prevention: 
The seasonal influenza vaccine 
is unlikely to offer useful protec-
tion against Pandemic (H1N1) 
2009 (Human Swine Influenza). 
However, it is strongly recom-
mended that people continue to 
be vaccinated against seasonal 
influenza. A suitable vaccine 
against Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 
(Human Swine Influenza) is 
currently being developed. 
For both seasonal and Pandemic 
(H1N1) 2009 (Human Swine 
Influenza), the best way to pro-
tect yourself and others i..s to: 
stay home when you are sick . 
wash your hands frequently with 
soap and water or use an alco-
hol based hand gel . wash your  
hands prior to touching your 
eyes, nose and mouth when 
coughing or sneezing, cover 
your mouth and nose with dis-
posable tissues which should be 
disposed of immediately don't 
share items such as cigarettes, 
glasses or cups, lipstick, toys or 
anything which could be con-
taminated  with respiratory se-
cretions . maintain at least one 
metre distance from people who 
have flu-like symptoms such as 
coughing or sneezing consult 
your doctor if you have a cough 
and fever and follow their in-
structions, including taking medi-
cine as prescribed if attending a 
medical practice, alert the recep-
tionist of your symptoms so you 
can be seated away from others 
and possibly be given a surgical 
mask. 
 
Help and Assistance 
For further information 
check the Queensland 
Swine Flu response web-
site, contact your local 
doctor or ring 13HEALTH 
(13 43 25 84). 

�����������
������������
Disaster Management Plan 
Prior to amalgamation, there were four Local Disaster 
Management Plans within the newly formed Maranoa 
Regional Council.  As it is mandatory for Council to de-
velop a Local Disaster Management Plan, Section 57 
Disaster Management Act 2003, a new plan has been 
developed with the four previous plans becoming sub-
plans. 
 
Council approved the draft Disaster Management Plan, in 
principle, which was presented at the District Disaster 
Management Group meeting for final approval. 
 
Land Protection 
Harissia Cactus 
Control of Harissia Cactus is being undertaken along the 
Warrego Highway West of Mitchell and down a number of 
access roads. 
Mother of Millions 
Spraying of Mother of Millions has occurred in the 
Wallumbilla/Yuleba, Rockybank, north of Injune, Kroora-
gan Road, Washpool, Gunnewin East and the Taroom 
Road.  The current environmental conditions are suitable 
for the growth and spread of this plant should it not be 
controlled. 
 
Wild Dog Management 
Over the past six months there have been two reviews 
completed that incorporate the Wild Dog Barrier Fence in 
Queensland. Peter Kenny Report (December 2009), Wild 
Dog Management in Queensland which is a review of the 
Queensland Wild Dog Strategy and the Memorandum of 
Understanding for the management of wild dogs inside the 
wild dog barrier and check fences.  The other report was 
completed by the Hyder Consulting Pty Ltd group, a re-
view of the Management of Pest Animal Barrier Fences in 
Queensland (June 2009) 
The ‘Hyder’ Report is currently open for comment until 
21/08/09. 
Bonus scalp numbers for the month are as follows: 
Surat 6, Roma 40, Mitchell 20 
 
Travelling Permit 
At the time of print, there is a mob of cattle walking into 
Roma from Surat that have 1400 head of cattle.   
Straying Stock  
Over the past month Council Officers have been called to 
two incidents that involved a vehicle hitting straying stock.  
Delegated officers of Main Roads, Council and Queen-
sland Police are working together to eliminate hazardous 
issues identified on the Injune/Roma Road. 
 
Weeds Symposium 
Three Local Law Officers attended the Department of 
Environmental Resource Management weeds symposium 
at Yeppoon from Sunday 26 to Friday 31 July 2009.  This 
biannual event was well received by Council officers who 
learnt aspects of Land and Water Management including 
grass species, coverage integrating weeds. 
 
Auction of Animals  
On Tuesday 7 July 2009, seven horses were auctioned 
after the completion of the Roma Store Sale on behalf of 
Council.  The horses sold grossing approximately 
$1630.00.  This is the second lot of horses sold this an-
num due to impounding and no one claiming ownership of 
the animals. 
 
Dangerous Dog Declarations  
When issuing declaration notices, the owner of the animal 
has fourteen days to appeal the decision prior to a formal 
declaration being imposed.  Council has the ability to 
issue a declaration notice and a destruction notice to-
gether should the investigation of the matter reveal a risk 
of health and safety to community members. 
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For more information about this  
 newsletter contact:  

 
Charisse Edwards 
Corporate Communications Officer 
73 Burrowes St / PO Box 63 
SURAT  Q  4417 
Ph: 1300 007 662 / 0447 265 299 
Fax: 4626 4020 
Email: CharisseE@maranoa.qld.gov.au 

Stock Up for Hope needs 
Cattle 
 
Regional Queensland’s young 
people will be the big winners of 
the nation’s most ambitious 
charity cattle drove this Spring, 
but the Stock Up for Hope Char-
ity Drove still needs 250 cattle 
to reach its fundraising target of 
over $300,000. 
 
Over 500 donated cattle will be droved from Mitchell to 
Roma to support school chaplains in the bush. 
 
The State’s cattle producers have defied the current 
economic downturn and thrown their support behind the 
Drove, according to Drove Director, Duncan Brown. “The 
response has been phenomenal. The Drove offers peo-
ple the chance to turn cattle into hope, as people from 
the bush give back to young people in the bush.” 
 
The Drove still need store cattle and prime cattle dona-
tions to reach its target. 
 
Organisers are calling on producers from around the 
State to get involved by contacting their local Landmark 
or Elders branch. 
 
The Drove will hit the road on 9 September and see over 
40 city slicker corporates try their hand at droving over 
the five weeks. Finishing in Roma on Tuesday 13 Octo-
ber, the sale will culminate in a prime and store cattle 
sale at the Roma saleyards followed by an agribusiness 
forum and climaxing with a 500 head Gala Dinner, fea-
turing Troy Cassar-Daley and a three-course meal from 
Brisbane’s award winning chef, Jason Peppler. 
 
All funds will support school chaplains with SU Qld, the 
fastest growing children’s and youth organisation in 
Australia and the nation’s largest provider of school 
chaplains. 
 
“The Stock Up for Hope Charity Drove is all about offer-
ing friendship and positive role models for the thousands 
of young people living in regional areas,” said Tim Man-
der, CEO of SU Qld and former NRL Grand Final Refe-
ree. 
 
“Many of these youth struggle with feelings of isolation, 
depression and loneliness… chaplains are a constant 
presence and a beacon of hope. The Drove will see 

more chaplains in the regional 
communities making a tangible 
difference.” 
 
Cattle Donations and Gala Din-
ner tickets can be secured at 
www.stockupforhope.org.au. 
 

�������
�������
�������

Don’t miss this Month..  
 
8 August 
Dog’s Day Out 

 Roma Cultural Centre Lawn 
 
12 August  
Council Special Meeting, Roma  
 
14 August 
Cobb & Co 85th Commemorative Trail 
Ride commences in Yuleba 
 
16 August 
Cobb & Co 85th Commemorative Trail 
Ride ends in Surat 
 
19 August 
Q150 Steam Train arrives in Roma 
Q150 Family Bush Dance 
 Roma Cultural Centre 
 
20 August 
Q150 Steam Train Departs Roma 
 
23 August 
Surat Clay Target Club Shoot 

Mayor for a 
day &  

Community 
Grants  

Presentation 
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Please post or email to Corporate Communications Of ficer - Surat 
PO Box 42,  Mitchell  Q  4465 

or 
Email: charissee@maranoa.qld.gov.au 

Newsletter Feedback Form  

Additional Comments: 

How did you access this newsletter? What parts of this news letter did you read? 

Please complete this form and return to  the 
Corporate Communications Officer, via email or post. 

Home/Work/Friends Internet 

Public Internet (Library, school, etc) 

Council Office: ……………... 

All of it 

Sections: ……….. ……………. ……….. 

None, just flicked through 

I would like to see more:   

Council Comments (CEO & Councillors) 

Department Specific information 

Regional Council Information  

Council Policy Information 

Council Operations Information 

Other:………………………………... 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

 
Address 

Phone 

Optional:  

Please email current Maranoa Regional Council infor mation to my email  
address: 
��������������������…………………………………………………….....@......................................................... 

Have your say on any council matter using the 
council feedback form located under  

‘Council’ on the  
Maranoa Regional Council website. 

………………………………………. 

����������
�������

Council Library: …………. 

Visitor Info Centre: ……………. 

FEEDBACK FORM 


